GOVERNMENT OF ANAMBRA STATE 

ACTIVITIES OF MINISTRY OF YOUTH AND SPORTS
a) Stadium Development:
Justice Chuba Ikpeazu Memorial Stadium in Onitsha North local Government Area, the first ever stadium to be built by any Government of Anambra State since the creation of the State in 1991 which was initiated by the present administration in the State has been completed and successfully commissioned on 8th July, 2009. The second mini-stadium being constructed in Onitsha South Local Government Area is almost completed. Efforts are being made towards building more stadia in other zones of the State.
b) 16th National Sports Festival:
The State contingent actively participated in the 16th National Sports Festival held in Kaduna. It was the most colorful outing of the State since the inception of the national fiesta due to the moral and financial support of the State Government. The State is set to participate in the 17th edition which will be held in November 2010 in Port Harcourt.
c) Olympic Day Run:
The 2008, 2009 and 2010 Olympic Day Run were successfully organized in June, 2008, July, 2009 and July, 2010 respectively. The events were used to sensitized the people of the State on the need to get involved in sporting activities for physical and mental fitness.
d) Sponsorship of officials to 2008 Olympic Games:
Two Directors of Sports in the State were sponsored by the State Government to the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing China

e) Governor Peter Obi Inter-Local Government U-13 and U-17 Football

Competitions:
The Ministry organized the above competition from the community level through Local Government level to the state finals which took place at Justice Chuba Ikpeazu Stadium, Onitsha on 17th January, 2010 with His Excellency, Mr. Peter Obi Governor of Anambra State as the Chief Guest of Honour. The results of the finals were as follows:

U-17 Category

1st position

-
Njikoka L.G.A

2nd position

-
Ekwusigo L.G.A

3rd position

-
Idemili North L.G.A

U-13 Category

 1st position

-
Ogbaru L.G.A

2nd position

-
Anambra West L.G.A

3rd position

-
Anaocha L.G.A

f) Grassroot Sports Development:
As part of the effort to promote sports development at the grassroot, a coaching clinic was organized from 24th to 29th August, 2009 at Justice Chuba Ikpeazu Stadium, Onitsha as part of capacity building in the area of sports. The programme was organized for Coaches, Organizing Secretaries, Sports Officers, Games Teachers and Health and Physical Education Instructors in both primary and secondary schools in the State, and volunteer sports vanguards. The resource persons at the programme included international sports stars like Mary Onyali- Omagbemi and Col. Charles Okeke. The programme has since then being extended to all the sports zones in the State and is on going.
g) National School Sports:
i. The State participated in the 2009 national school sports festival in Abeokuta, Ogun State from 8th to 20th October 2009.
ii. The State featured in three categories – Primary, Junior Secondary and Senior Secondary.

iii. She participated in eleven events and won a total of 77 medals - 14 Gold, 15 Sliver and 48 Bronze (the first time in the history of the state).
iv. Out of 26 states that participated, Anambra State clinched the 7th position

v. On return the contingent got a warm reception from His Excellency Mr. Peter Obi during which Gold medalist got scholarship awards while others received cash rewards.

h) Weekend School Sports Programme:
The State Government has initiated weekend school sports programme. Under the programme athletes in primary and secondary school will be trained on weekends by the coaches of the Ministry of Youth and Sports. The aim is to catch them young, groom and develop their God given talent so that they could become international sports stars.
i) Data Bank of Athletes:
The Government is currently building a data bank of athletes which will help in the formulation of sports policies since athletes are the pivot on which other sports activities revolve. It is intended to capture the data of all athletes.
j) Volunteer Sports Vanguard:
The State Government has established Volunteer Sports Vanguard. These volunteers are both active and retired sports men and women who are not under the employ of the State Government but have the patriotic zeal to assist in sports development in the State. They are to compliment the efforts of coaches and sports officers in the Ministry of Youth and Sports.
k) Formation of Sports Associations:
The Moribund Sports Associations in state are being revived through the formation of vibrant sports Associations. Similarly, the Government has encouraged the formation of sports clubs and registration of same with the Ministry of Youth and Sports for effective co-ordination of their activities towards sports development in the State.
l) Laurel:
Miss Ifeoma Nwoye of the State is the new African Champion in female wrestling (52kg weight category). She won two (2) gold medals in the 2nd Cadet African Wrestling Championship and African qualifier for youth Olympic Games which were held simultaneously in Cairo Egypt from 22nd to 25th April, 2010. She has also qualified to represent Nigeria in the coming Olympic and Common Wealth Games to be held in Singapore in August and India in October, 2010 respectively.
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 

The following achievements were recorded in the area of Youth Development.
a) Youth Summit:

The first ever youth summit in the State was successfully convened in 2006. The summit also held in 2007, 2008 and 2009 where empowerment materials were distributed to indigent youths from communities in the 21 Local Government Areas of the State. The programme was introduced to help redirect the youth aright by creating appropriate environment to educate them on how to become useful to themselves and imbibing the virtues of good moral values, discipline, patriotism, hardwork and dignity of labour. 
b) International Youth Week:

The State contingent participated in the 2007 International Youth Week Celebration in Abuja where it won the 3rd position in the Federation and 1st position in the South-East zone. The event was also celebrated in the State in 2007, 2008 and 2009 respectively. The grand finale of that of 2009 marked on 17th January 2010 at Justice Chuba Ikpeazu Stadium, Onitsha featured the following:

i. Prayer session by the Youth of the state for peace in Anambra State and for free and fair election that will produce the true choice of the people.

ii. Donation of a bus to the National Youth Council of Nigeria Anambra State Chapter by His Excellency Mr. Peter Obi, Governor of Anambra State.

iii. Recognition and presentation of cash reward to 36 Youths in the state who distinguished themselves in literary work and arts.

c) Youth Development Centre:

Government has approved the construction of a befitting Youth Centre in the State
d) National Youth Congress:

The State Government sponsored the State executives of the National Youth Council to the National Youth Congress held at Abuja in January 2008. Anambra State won the 2nd position and best chairman in the South-East award and was also declared the Most Peaceful State.
e) Human Capacity Building:

i. The State Government sponsored participants to the following workshops:

ii. National Council Meeting on Youth Development held in Katsina and Calabar in 2007 and 2008 respectively.
iii. Youth in Agriculture training programme organized in 2006 and 2007 in collaboration with the Federal ministry of Youth Development.
iv. Peace and Leadership training for community-based youth in the South-East, organized by the Federal Ministry of Youth Development at Awgu. Twenty Youths were sponsored.
v. Entrepreneurship Development and Business Start-up training held at the Federal Youth Development Centre, Owede Egba, Ogun State in September, 2007.

vi. Youth Entrepreneurship workshop organized by the Federal Ministry of Youth Development  at Abuja in February, 2008.
vii. Youth Empowerment on agriculture workshop  held in Awgu from February to March 2008. Two cooperative societies from the state participated and were trained in animal husbandry, poultry, fishery, piggery, rabbitry, snailery etc.
viii. Youth Empowerment workshop on Agriculture and fishery; three cooperative societies from Umunze, Ogbaru and Ayamelum were sponsored to the workshop where they were given empowerment materials and take-off grants.
f) Formation of Umbrella Youth Organization in the 177 Communities of the State:
In line with the State Government policy of youth development in a coordinated manner, approval has been given for the formation of an Umbrella Youth Organization in each of the 177 Communities in the State. These organizations which should be registered with the Government will encompass all the youths in every community both male and female. This is without prejudice to other voluntary youth organizations that are community based already existing in some communities. The various communities have been communicated accordingly through their Presidents-General.
g) Youth Empowerment Through Vocational Skill Acquisition Training:
In its efforts to alleviate poverty and reduce crimes among the youth, the Government has approved and is implementing apprenticeship vocational skill acquisition training programme for jobless youths in the state to enable them to become self-reliant or gainfully employed. Under the programme, jobless youths already identified and documented are sent as youth attaches to various skill based workshops in the state where they are trained in the skill of their choice. The State Government is partnering with relevant stakeholders including the National Directorate of Employment (NDE), Anambra Automobile Technical Association (AATA), Tracas and many others who have agreed to partner with the Government in providing vocational skills to the jobless youths.
